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In 1999, the Panpaphian Association estab-

lished the Evagoras Pallikarides award, hon-
oring the memory of Pallikarides, a Cypriot 
hero who was killed in 1956 while fighting for 
his country’s freedom. Dennis C. Droushiotis, 
the Trade Commissioner of the Republic of 
Cyprus, has been selected as the honored re-
cipient of the 2003 Evagoras Pallikarides 
Award of Merit. 

Among his many accomplishments are the 
establishment of the first Cyprus Trade Center 
in the United States and the implementation of 
many successful exports and investments pro-
grams, leading to the exponential growth of 
Cypriot exports to the U.S. The Trade Center’s 
bilateral initiatives were a crucial factor in the 
United States becoming the main exporter to 
Cyprus and the growth of two-way trade. 

Mr. Droushiotis is also the founding member 
of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce, in-
augurated in 1998 by President Glafcos 
Clerides and Minister Nicos Rolandis. He has 
served as a delegate to the World Trade Or-
ganization, the United Nation 33rd and 37th 
General Assembly Sessions, and other such 
prestigious gatherings. His many civic involve-
ments include work with the European Travel 
Commission, the Cyprus Olympic Committee, 
and the Cyprus Children’s Fund. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Droushiotis has 
been committed to the cause of justice, peace, 
and prosperity for Cyprus. He has been hon-
ored by the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce, 
and in 2000, he received the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor for his work in international 
trade. As an individual who has contributed 
greatly not only to his nation but to both the 
Cypriot and Cypriot American communities, he 
is truly worthy of the Evagoras Pallikarides 
Award. 

The organization has also chosen Charles 
Socrates as 2003 Member of the Year. Mr. 
Socrates, who originates from a small village 
in Cyprus, immigrated to the United States 
and, despite limited resources, developed a 
successful career while establishing an exten-
sive network of family and friends. The 
Panpaphian Association honors Mr. Socrates 
today for his hard work and pride in his eth-
nicity. 

In recognition of the Panpaphian Associa-
tion of America’s many contributions for the 
Cypriot American community, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting this organization 
and all of tonight’s honorees on the fourth an-
niversary of their annual Evagoras Pallikarides 
Award of Merit.
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TRIBUTE TO LINUS TRUJILLO 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 
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Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to honor Linus Trujillo of 
Pueblo, Colorado for the selfless act of cour-
age he displayed on November 8, 2002. Linus’ 
quick actions, along with the efforts of other 
students from Centennial High School, helped 
Edith Lichtenberg to safety after flames en-
gulfed her home. 

On November 8, 2002, billowing smoke one 
block from Centennial High School prompted a 
group of students—Prince Speights, Clint 
Albrecht, Nick Pino, Kathy Ortiz, Linus Trujillo, 

and Taylor Proctor—into action. Driving toward 
the smoke, the group quickly discovered the 
bushes and trees in 86-year-old Edith 
Lichtenberg’s yard ablaze and used a cell 
phone to contact emergency dispatchers. The 
flames rapidly spread to the house and the 
group moved swiftly to make sure no one was 
in the home. With the fire engulfing the front 
of the house, the students jumped the locked 
fence around the backyard to warn anyone 
who might still be inside. Noticing the back 
door open and seeing Ms. Lichtenberg still in-
side, they caught her attention and guided her 
outside away from the flames. Linus coura-
geously assisted in getting Ms. Lichtenberg 
out of the house, and the group moved her to 
safety. 

The youths maintained their composure dur-
ing a time of adversity and conducted them-
selves in a fashion that has brought honor to 
themselves, their families, their school, and 
the entire community of Pueblo. It is always 
heartening to see young Americans meet such 
an extraordinary circumstance successfully. 
Courage like theirs strengthens and protects 
our communities everyday. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rise today and 
recognize the heroic efforts of Linus Trujillo 
before this body of Congress and this nation. 
Linus’ quick actions, coupled with those of his 
fellow students, prevented a terrible fire from 
ending in great tragedy. Their selfless actions 
are an inspiration to us all, and it is an honor 
to represent such an outstanding group of 
Americans in this Congress.
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HONORING TONYA MITCHELL: A 
HEROIC PUBLIC SERVANT 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor one of Florida’s heroes, Tonya Mitchell. 
Tonya Mitchell, a valiant public servant, was 
abducted on January 31, 2003, while driving a 
mail truck across northwest Miami-Dade 
County. Tonya Mitchell, extraordinarily com-
posed, drove throughout Miami North-Dade 
and Broward Counties at gunpoint while doz-
ens of patrol cars and news choppers fol-
lowed. For five terrifying hours, including a 
two-hour standoff, Tonya Mitchell, unlike most 
people facing a life or death situation, main-
tained a remarkably calm demeanor until she 
was finally released to safety. 

Tonya Mitchell, a 32–year-old mother of two 
from Miramar, Florida, is an example of true 
courage. The target of a very dangerous situa-
tion, she overcame fear and convinced her ab-
ductor, after the two-hour standoff, not to com-
mit suicide. Because of her committed faith, 
she persuaded a man who put her life in 
grave danger to turn himself in to the authori-
ties. Tonya Mitchell, a deeply religious woman, 
is not only a survivor, but a model of bravery. 

United States postal employees have a visi-
ble presence in our community. My district, 
and districts across our country, function more 
effectively because of their invaluable work. 
Tonya Mitchell is a three-year veteran of the 
postal service who often fills in on her col-
league’s routes. She is a devotee to her com-
munity and as seen through last week’s expe-
rience, a devotee to human kind. Mr. Speaker, 

the South Florida community is very proud of 
Tonya Mitchell. Clearly seen through the dedi-
cation she has in her work and through her 
extraordinarily bold composure, she is truly a 
hero and a role model to us all.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I regret 
that I missed roll call votes 18 and 19 on Feb-
ruary 5, 2003. 1 was on my way to attend the 
funeral for a family member who passed away 
earlier in the week. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on the Motion to Re-
commit H.J. Res. 18 and voted ‘‘yes’’ on H. 
Res. 51, expressing the House of Representa-
tives condolences to the families and crew of 
the Space Shuttle Columbia.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CITRUS 
GIRL SCOUT TROOP 378

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the Heart 
of Florida Girl Scout Troop 378 in Citrus 
County, Florida for their service to the Com-
munity and to the people of my district. 

The troop recently learned about the impor-
tance of voting and about the functions of 
American government as part of the ‘I-Count’ 
Voter Education program and each Troop 
Member participating in the program received 
a patch upon completion. 

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, those in the 
Girl Scout program measure their accomplish-
ments and award merit based on the number 
of patches they accumulate. As part of earning 
this patch, the girls studied intently and lis-
tened to a speech I gave about the impor-
tance of voting—and how one vote can be the 
deciding factor in some instances. 

It was when I spoke to the girls and had the 
chance to meet them and hear about all they’d 
done in the community that I realized the tre-
mendous amount of work they’d done and 
their intense dedication to the Girls Scout pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, let me briefly mention just a 
few of the things this group of girls has done 
throughout their years of involvement with this 
program. 

As Daisies the girls learned to do crafts and 
learned the Girl Scout promise. They went on 
campouts, marched in parades and sang at 
Surry Place Nursing home. 

As Brownies, the troop went to nursing 
homes to sing, volunteered at various events 
and continued to appear in local parades. 

As Juniors, they collected old, unused cell 
phones to benefit battered women, helped at 
the local ‘‘Relay for Life,’’ which benefits the 
American Cancer Society, and presented the 
local volunteer firefighters with cookies to 
thank them for their work in the community. 

Now that the girls are Cadets they are still 
collecting cell phones and will be continuing 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 02:57 Feb 13, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11FE8.065 E12PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-12T07:28:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




